THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

The communication of meeting was so handled by altera-
tion of commission and instructions on their behalf as it appeareth
a plain device only excogitate for a delay, which hath given us
light whereupon more certainly to judge the King of Scots
inward affection towards us, whose deeds and words well
weighed and considered doth us plainly to understand how he
hath continually laboured to abuse us with sweet and pleasant
words, and to satisfy the appetites of other at home and abroad
with his unkind and displcasant deeds. In his words he pro-
fesseth nn insoluble amity, he alicgcth kindred, he knowledgeth
benefits, only the fault is that he spcnketh another language to
all the world in deeds, and thereby so toucheth us in honour
and denegation of justice, as we be enforced and compelled to
use the sword, which God hath put in our hand as an extreme
remedy, whereby to obtain both quietness for our subjects, and
also that is due unto us by right, pacts, and leagues.

We have patiently suffered many delusions, and notably the
last year when we made preparation at York for his repair to
us: but should we suffer our people and subjects to be so oft
spoiled without remedy ?    This is done by the Scots whatsoever
their words be*   Should we suffer our rebels to be detained con-
trary to the leagues without remedy?  This is also done by them
whatsoever their words be.    Should be suffer our land to be
usurped contrary to our most plain evidence, only upon a will,
pride, and arrogance of the other party ?    This is done by them
whatsoever their words be.   And all these be over presumptu-
ously done against us, and give such signification of their arro-
gance, as it is necessary for us to oppress it in the beginning,
lest they should gather further courage to the greater displeasure
of us and our posterity hereafter.   And yet in the intreating of
this matter, if we had not evidently perceived the lack of such
affection as proximity of blood should require, we would much
rather have remitted these injuries in respect of proximity of
blood to our nephew, than we did heretofore the invasion of his
father*   But considering we be so surely ascertained of the lack
thereof, and that our blood is there frozen with the cold air of
Scotland, there was never prince more violently compelled to
war than we be, by the unkind dealing, unjust behaviour, un-